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ABSTRACT 

Ukraine and Kazakhstan have a long history of partnership in many spheres – 
economics, culture, and politics. Countries have common interests in various fields. 
The main current directions were established by the Action Plan "Ukraine-Kazakhstan 
for 2015-2017" (the Road Map-5), which identified key vectors of bilateral 
cooperation. Therefore, the development of international cooperation between Ukraine 
and Kazakhstan in the field of education (and, accordingly, the field of educational 
tourism) is today relevant.  

The article reveals the main aspects of trade and economic cooperation between 
Ukraine and Kazakhstan in the field of providing educational services; gives a 
comparative assessment of the state of the national educational systems in two 
countries; substantiates the prospects of further development of educational tourism 
from Kazakhstan to Ukraine in the sector of higher education. The main indicators of 
the higher educational institutions' activities, the value and dynamics of the students 
number are presented, and the main problems that reduce the competitiveness of the 
national educational services for foreign entrants are highlighted. 
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Украина и Казахстан имеют многолетнюю историю партнерских отношений во 
многих сферах – экономической, культурной, политической. Страны имеют 
общие интересы в различных областях. Основные направления нынешнего 
сотрудничества были закреплены Планом действий "Украина-Казахстан на 2015-
2017 годы" ("Дорожная карта – 5"), в котором определены ключевые векторы 
двустороннего сотрудничества. Поэтому развитие международного 
сотрудничества между Украиной и Казахстаном в сфере образования 
(соответственно, и в области образовательного туризма) является сегодня 
актуальным. 

Статья раскрывает основные аспекты торгово-экономического сотрудничества 
между Украиной и Казахстаном в области предоставления образовательных 
услуг; приводит сравнительную оценку состояния национальных 
образовательных систем двух стран; обосновывает перспективность 
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дальнейшего развития образовательного туризма из Казахстана в Украину в 
секторе высшего образования. Приведены основные показатели деятельности 
ВУЗов, количество и динамика контингента студентов, освещены главные 
проблемы, снижающие конкурентоспособность национальных образовательных 
услуг для иностранных абитуриентов. 

 
Ключевые слова: сотрудничество между Украиной и Казахстаном, образовательный 

туризм, экспорт образовательных услуг 

 

JEL Classification: I23, F55 
 

INTRODUCTION  

The Republic of Ukraine and the Republic of Kazakhstan have significant potential for 

cooperation in the field of educational tourism, because, despite the considerable geographical 

distance between countries, they are important trade partners in different fields [1]. In addition, 

the entrepreneurs from both countries have a long experience of working together in projects of 

different scales and understand the peculiarities of business cooperation in national markets. 

Therefore, the active policy of the state plays an important role in supporting the international 

cooperation between Ukraine and Kazakhstan in the field of educational tourism and creating 

conditions for increasing the attractiveness of the infrastructure of the national education system. 

This confirms the relevance of the topic. 

The purpose of the article is to substantiate theoretical aspects and develop practical 

recommendations for the development of international cooperation between Ukraine and 

Kazakhstan in the field of education. 

Object of research is international cooperation of Ukraine and Kazakhstan in the field of 

education; subject – theoretical, methodological and practical aspects of implementation of 

measures aimed at intensification of international cooperation between Ukraine and Kazakhstan 

in the field of educational tourism. 
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1. COMPARATIVE CHARACTERISTIC OF NATIONAL EDUCATION SYSTEMS IN 

UKRAINE AND KAZAKHSTAN 

Education in Kazakhstan is a continuous process of education and training, which is carried out 

with the aim of moral, intellectual, cultural, physical development and the formation of 

professional competence. By the nature of educational programs, education in Kazakhstan is 

divided into the general and vocational one. There are such levels of education: pre-school 

education and training, secondary, higher and basic scientific, vocational education levels.  

Secondary education in Kazakhstan is compulsory and includes secondary, vocational, and 

secondary vocational education. Children are taken to the first class being 6-7 years old. 

Secondary general education in Kazakhstan contains 3 levels: primary (1-4 grades), basic (5-9 

grades) and senior (10-11 grades). For the most complete development of the potential of 

especially talented pupils, profound educational programmes are being implemented in 

specialised schools for gifted children. 

Vocational technical education in Kazakhstan is acquired in 2-3 years in vocational schools and 

professional lyceums after the basic general education. Secondary vocational education is 

obtained in 3-4 years in colleges and specialised schools after the basic general education on a 

competitive basis. 

Higher education in Kazakhstan is acquired on the basis of secondary education. School 

graduates take final and entrance exams in the form of a unified national testing or complex 

testing (for graduates of past years) in order to enter higher education institutions. Citizens of 

Kazakhstan have the right to award the international scholarship "Bolashak" on a competitive 

basis for studying abroad. After completing the study at a HEI, a graduate receives a bachelor's 

degree (the educational programme lasts 4 years), a specialist's (1 year) or a master's degree (2 

years). The second higher education in Kazakhstan is received only on a paid basis with an 

accelerated term (2-3 years). 

In order to receive postgraduate vocational education in Kazakhstan, a specialist's or master's 

degree is required. Scientific staff is trained at postgraduate schools, assistant internships, special 

postgraduate studies and schools of doctoral studies at universities. Citizens of Kazakhstan have 

the right to award the international scholarship "Bolashak" for the postgraduate study abroad on a 
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competitive basis. The term of studies in postgraduate schools does not exceed 3-4 years, in 

assistant internships – 2-3 years, in the doctoral programmes – 3 years. 

According to the Law "On Education" ("Қазақстан Республикасының білім беру саласындағы 

заңнамасы"), free secondary and primary vocational education is guaranteed in Kazakhstan, as 

well as free secondary, vocational, and postgraduate education by awarding the state grants on a 

competitive basis, if a citizen acquires education for the first time. In addition, a state educational 

loan could be provided. The competition is conducted on the basis of certificate scores issued 

under the results of the unified national testing or complex testing. Holders of the "Altyn Belgi" 

sign ("Алтын белгі"), as well as nominees and winners of international and republican contests, 

competitions and olympiads, have the prior privilege to receive a grant. 

Foreigners and stateless persons permanently residing in Kazakhstan are provided the right to 

receive education on an equal basis with the citizens of Kazakhstan in accordance with the 

procedure established by the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan, international treaties, and 

also under the contracts with educational institutions of Kazakhstan. 

The analysis of Kazakhstan's national system of education shows that the country has a lot in 

common with the educational system of Ukraine. 

Education in Ukraine, according to the Law of Ukraine "On Education", is based on the 

principles of humanism, democracy, national consciousness, mutual respect between nations and 

peoples. 

In May 2005, Ukraine joined the Bologna Process at the European Ministers Conference in 

Bergen (Norway). As a participant of the Bologna Process, Ukraine had to solve a number of key 

tasks that included the introduction, by 2010, of the standards, recommendations and key tools of 

the European Higher Education Area: the national qualifications framework, the innovative 

European Credit Transfer System, and appendices to diplomas of higher education of the 

European standard ("diploma supplements"). 

Ukraine became a full member of the European Quality Assurance Register (EQAR) on March 4, 

2008 in Brussels (Belgium). The 18 members of the Bologna Process became the governmental 

members of this register. 

The network of general educational institutions by educational levels is formed taking into 

account the demographic, ethnic and socio-economic state. According to the educational levels, 

there are general educational institutions of the 1st degree (elementary school); 2nd degree 
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(secondary school); 3rd degree (high school). General educational institutions of all three levels 

can be integrated or function independently. 

Education at a secondary school starts at the age of six or seven and lasts for 9-12 years. 

Vocational education is carried out on the basis of complete general secondary education or basic 

general secondary education with the possibility of obtaining a full general secondary education. 

Higher education is carried out on the basis of complete secondary education. Persons who have 

basic general secondary education may be admitted to higher education institutions that provide 

training for junior specialists. 

Higher educational institutions are: a technical school, a college, an institute, a conservatory, an 

academy, a university and others. There are four levels of accreditation for higher education 

institutions: 

1. Technical school, college, and other institutions of higher education equivalent to them. 

2. College, other institutions of higher education equivalent to it. 

3-4. Depending on the results of accreditation – conservatory, academy, institute, university. 

A comparative analysis of the structure of national education in Ukraine and Kazakhstan is given 

in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Comparison of education levels in Ukraine and Kazakhstan 

Level Ukraine Kazakhstan 

Secondary education Preliminary general education; 

basic general secondary education; 

complete secondary education 

Elementary level (grades 1-4);  

basic degree (grades 5-9);  

senior degree (grades 10-11) 

Vocational and 

technical education 

2-3 years in vocational schools and 

professional lyceums on the basis of basic 

general education; 

3-4 years in technical schools and colleges 

after the basic general education on a 

competitive basis 

2-3 years in vocational schools and 

professional lyceums after the basic general 

education; 

3-4 years in technical schools and colleges 

after the basic general education on a 

competitive basis 

Higher education Bachelor's degree (4 years),  

master's degree (1,5 - 2 years) 

Bachelor's degree (4 years), 

specialist's degree (1 year), 

master's degree (2 years) 

Postgraduate 

education 

Postgraduate schools – 3-4 years; assistant 

internships – 3 years, schools of doctorate 

studies – 2 years 

Postgraduate schools – 3-4 years, assistant 

internships – 2-3 years, schools of doctorate 

studies – 3 years. 

 

In Ukraine, higher educational institutions are divided by the form of ownership into the 

institutions of state, communal and private property, which are completely equal by the other 

parameters and provide an identical quality of education. 

Ukraine can boast by the near to world-class spending on education, which only leads to a higher 

percentage of people with higher education than in other countries, but does not lead either to an 

increase in labour productivity or to the satisfaction of employers with the quality of workers. 

The historical reason for this is that the demographic trends were neglected for many years when 

determining the cost of higher education such as: birth rate decline, urbanization, and also the real 

needs of the economy in the personnel with a certain set of knowledge and skills. 

Due to the lack of a flexible response to demographic changes in the field of higher education, a 

number of imbalances have emerged. Thus, the number of children aged 15-19 decreased by 41% 

during 2000-2015, and the number of students correspondingly by 8%. 

The gradual decrease in the number of school leavers began with a delay and was very slow. So, 

in 2013, 4/5 of Ukrainian youth received higher education. In 2016, the situation remained 

unchanged, as 80% of school graduates entered universities, compared to 50% in 2000. 
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As a result, there is a significant gap between the requirements of employers and the level of 

education in Ukraine. 30% of Ukrainians feel that they have a higher level of education than they 

need to do their job. 

Another disproportion is that during 2010-2015 the total number of students decreased by 33%, 

while the number of those studying at the state ("budget") cost was only 19%. In 2016, more than 

half of enrolled university students – 51% of the total – were trained using state funds compared 

with 38% in 2010. The number of students per teacher, taking into account the full-day, evening 

and part-time forms of study, was about 11 people in 2015, while the average for the European 

countries was 15.4 in 2013 [2]. 

Some data on the dynamics of the HEIs and their students number is represented in Table 2 [3]. 

Table 2. The higher educational institutions and students number in Ukraine 

Years 

HEIs, units HEIs students, thousand people 

I-II levels of 

accreditation 

III-IV levels of 

accreditation 

I-II levels of 

accreditation 

III- IV levels of 

accreditation 

2011/12 501 345 356,8 1954,8 

2012/13 489 334 345,2 1824,9 

2013/14 478 325 329 1723,7 

2014/15* 387 277 251,3 1438,0 

2015/16* 371 288 230,1 1375,2 

2016/17* 370 287 217,3 1369,4 

2017/18* 372 289 208,6 1330,0 

Note. Data * are processed without the ATO zone and the AR of Crimea 
 

Assessment of the quality of education in Kazakhstan is carried out on the basis of the 

methodology of state accreditation of educational institutions and the methodology of ranking 

universities in specialties. The objectives of the evaluation are to create a competitive 

environment, improve the quality of education and allocate efficiently public educational grants. 

The methodology of ranking uses the method of self-esteem, responsible for which are the heads 

of universities, with the subsequent rank calculation of not a single HEI, but the groups of 

universities, within which the scatter of scores does not exceed 5-7% of the total points. 

According to the latest official data there are 133 HEIs in Kazakhstan (Table 3) [4]. 
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Region HEIs number 

Total in the country 133 

Akmola region 6 

Aktobe region 6 

Almaty region 3 

Atyrau region 3 

East Kazakhstan region 7 

Karagandy region 10 

Kostanay region 7 

Kyzylorda region 4 

Mangystau region 2 

North Kazakhstan region  2 

Pavlodar region  4 

Region HEIs number 

South Kazakhstan region 11 

West Kazakhstan region 2 

Zhambyl region 5 

с. Astana 16 

с.  Almaty  45 

HEIs by types 

National 9 

State (public) 31 

International 1 

Joint-stock companies 17 

Non-civil 13 

Private 62 

 

Typically, the number of HEIs is directly proportional to the quality of education in the country, 

but it is not unequivocally now, as requirements to graduates are presented not only on the 

national but also on the global labour market. 

The Global Competitiveness Index 2017-2018, published by the World Economic Forum, 

includes the elements assessing national education systems.  

The general index consists of 114 indicators, of which 34 are calculated on statistical data, and 

the rest – according to expert estimations by managers of medium and large enterprises. 114 
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indicators are combined in 12 factors of competitiveness, which detail the countries' performance, 

predominantly in business operations [5]. 

Traditionally, the general rating was headed by Switzerland. The top ten most competitive 

national economies, as in the previous study, included the United States, Singapore, the 

Netherlands, Germany, Hong Kong, Sweden, Great Britain, Japan and Finland. The position of 

Ukraine and Kazakhstan is presented in Table 4 [5]. 

Table 4. Countries' rating by the Global Competitiveness Index 

Country's position 
2016-2017  

(among 138 countries) 

2017-2018  

(among 137 countrie) 

Ukraine, general rating 85 81 

Higher education and training 33 35 

Kazakhstan, general rating 53 57 

Higher education and training 57 56 

 

The last report assessed 137 countries. Kazakhstan gained 57th place, having lost 4 points in 

comparison with last year's rating. 

Ukraine took 81st place this year, improving its positions by four points. According to the study, 

Ukraine has worsened its position in 4 out of 12 key indicators. The most (minus 13 points) was 

lost in the pillar "Labour market efficiency". The tendency to deterioration of this indicator was 

observed also in last year's researches, as its position dropped by 17 points in 2016. 

Ukraine also suffered losses in the estimation of the innovation component of the Index (minus 9 

points), infrastructure (minus 3 points), higher education and vocational training (minus 2 points) 

(Table 5) [5]. 
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Table 5. Higher education and training pillar of the GCI in Ukraine and Kazakhstan 

Country Ukraine Kazakhstan 

Indicator Rank / 137 Scores Rank / 137 Scores 

Secondary education enrolment 51 99,2 18 112 

Tertiary education enrolment 16 82,3 63 46,3 

Quality of the education system 56 3,9 77 3,5 

Quality of math and science education 27 4,8 64 4,2 

Quality of management schools 88 4 100 3,8 

Internet access in schools 44 4,8 39 4,9 

Availability of research and training services 68 4,3 59 4,5 

Extent of staff training 88 3,7 70 3,9 

 

Gross tertiary education enrolment is defined as the ratio between the number of students, 

regardless of age, who study at institutions of technical and vocational education (ISCED-5) and 

universities (ISCED 6-8), to the total population aged 18-22 years, in accordance with the 

methodology of the Statistics Service of Kazakhstan [6]. Despite this indicator, the level of 

education in Ukraine and in Kazakhstan is partly similar. 

2. THE PROBLEMS OF HIGHER EDUCATION COMPETITIVENESS (ON THE 

EXAMPLE OF THE TOURISM INDUSTRY) 

Both in Ukraine and Kazakhstan, studying is provided on the commercial and the state budget 

basis. 

According to the Association of Higher Educational Institutions of Kazakhstan, studying at the 

undergraduate programme at Kazakh universities in 2016-2017 academic year cost from 150 

thousand to two million KZT (13341,75 - 177890,00 UAH). Every year, the cost of training for 

undergraduate students is approved by the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan and "is descended" to high schools in June. As a rule, student tuition fees increase by 

approximately 10-15 percent every year, some private universities leave the cost unchanged to 

attract more students. The most expensive HEI, according to the Association, was Kazakhstan 

Institute of Management, Economics and Strategic Research (KIMEP). One credit made 172 550 

KZT (15 347,46 UAH), and the annual price – 2 070 600 KZT (240 156,84 UAH). Kazakh-

British Technical University followed with the average cost of 1.6-1.7 million KZT (151 206.50 
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UAH). At the Faculty of Information Technologies and the Center of Mathematics and 

Cybernetics, one course cost 1.52 million KZT (135 196,40 UAH), at specialities "Finance" and 

"Economics" – 1.8 million KZT (160 101,00 UAH). At Al-Farabi Kazakh National University 

(KazNU), the average annual tuition fee was 900 thousand KZT (80 050.50 UAH). Law 

specialities cost 990 thousand KZT (88 055.55 UAH), economic – 890-990 thousand, 

mathematical ones - 820-850 thousand KZT, courses at the faculty of "International relations" – 

990 thousand KZT (88 055.55 UAH). Prices are not commonly published for the public, we 

needed to contact the HEIs' administration to get them [1 USD = 372.022 KZT; 1 USD = 28.0294 

UAH (rates of 2018, October 9). Retrieved from https://www.xe.com . KZT to UAH conversion 

rates used for calculations may not correspond to this period]. 

Notwithstanding high prices, the current state in the market of educational services for the 

tourism sector in Kazakhstan requires the adoption of urgent measures for its qualitative change, 

as the number of tourists is permanently increasing. 

The tourism industry of Kazakhstan lacks personnel of different specializations. In Kazakhstan, 

practically there are no scientists able to conduct serious applied research in the field of tourism, 

marketers ready to organise complex marketing research on the attractiveness of Kazakhstani 

tourism and the policy of advertising and positioning tne national sites in the world tourist 

market. Kazakhstan uses services of foreign experts for this purpose, for example, "IPK 

International". For Kazakhstan, the problem of improving the training system for the tourism 

sector is of particular importance, as the development of domestic and inbound tourism requires 

highly skilled professionals. The rapidly expanding tourism industry in Kazakhstan feels a 

shortage of trained personnel. Just several higher educational institutes in Kazakhstan train 

specialists in the field of tourism: 

L. N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University; 

Al-Farabi Kazakh National University; 

Abai Kazakh National Pedagogical University; 

М. Auezov South Kazakhstan state university; 

North Kazakhstan State University, named for M. Kozybaev; 

Kostanay State Pedagogical Institute; 

Makhambet Utemisov West Kazakhstan State University; 

Kazakh Academy of Sports and Tourism. 
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This situation in Ukraine is more positive, training skilled personnel for the tourism industry is 

provided by multiple HEIs in almost all regions. Core education is one of the main conditions for 

ensuring the competitiveness of a national tourist product both in the domestic and foreign 

services markets. However, despite the relatively high profitability of tourism in comparison with 

other branches of the national economy, there are some problems in planning the demand for 

specialists in the given sphere in the labour market and, accordingly, grounding the efficiency of 

public expenditures in support of educational institutions that train specialists for this industry. In 

addition, the technological cycle of creation and provision of tourist services has to be 

considered, that stipulates certain differences and additional requirements for the implementation 

of labour law. 

Students' mobility is one of the development priorities of the higher education market in Ukraine, 

as well as increasing the exports of educational services. Foreign students yield USD 500 million 

per year into Ukrainian economy. Each of 63 thousand foreign students pays about USD 2 

thousand tuition fee and threefold more for other needs (living, recreation, travelling etc.). 

According to the Center of Corporate Social Responsibility Development, the number of foreign 

students in Ukraine reached almost 70 thousand in the pre-crisis period of 2013-2014, or 4.1% of 

the total (1.724 million) [7]. This number has been decreasing since 2014, and dropped to 48.9 

thousand at the beginning of 2017/2018 academic year. Thus, in order to develop international 

cooperation in the field of higher education and integrate the higher education system into the 

world educational space, the state contributes to: 

the introduction of a mechanism for guaranteeing the quality of higher education in order to 

create the necessary mutual trust, harmonize the systems for assessing the quality of higher 

education in Ukraine in accordance with the European Higher Education Area, and harmonize the 

National Qualifications Framework with the qualifications framework of the European Higher 

Education Area to ensure academic and professional mobility and lifelong learning; 

the cooperation with the European Network of National Information Centers on academic 

mobility, recognition and implementation of results of scientific, technical, technological and 

other researches made by higher educational institutions, the sale of their patents and licenses in 

the international market; 

the attraction of sponsorships from international funds, institutions, public organizations, etc., for 

the implementation of scientific, educational and other programmes in the academic field. 
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The main areas of international cooperation of HEIs are participation in programmes of bilateral 

and multilateral intergovernmental and inter-university mobility of students, postgraduate and 

doctoral students, pedagogical, scientific, administrative staff; conducting joint research; 

organization of international conferences, symposiums, congresses and other events; participation 

in international educational and scientific programmes in accordance with international treaties of 

Ukraine, as well as agreements between HEIs and their foreign partners, other forms of 

cooperation not prohibited by law. 

Negative trends in attracting foreign students to Ukrainian universities has a negative impact on 

the macroeconomic indicators of both the educational sector in general and revenues to the state 

budget. One of the key indicators that significantly correlates with the value of the net inflow of 

students to Ukraine is the cost of research work carried out in the country. 

Graduating specialists in large scales is not the only challenge. Not all professions are in demand. 

In Kazakhstan, for example, qualified teachers are needed, especially for secondary schools. But 

young professionals are diverted from vacant jobs because the salaries of teachers are relatively 

low. Now there is a catastrophic lack of teachers in physics, chemistry, computer science. 

What specialities are chosen by entrants from Kazakhstan who want to study in higher 

educational institutions of Ukraine? Basically, as practice shows, citizens of Kazakhstan go to 

Ukraine to receive such specialties as doctors, engineers, specialists in the field of tourism and 

others. HEIs of Ukraine provide a full package of services in obtaining various academic degrees. 

Ukrainian universities can compete with universities in Europe by the volume of professional 

literature, usage of latest technologies and equipment, the availability of libraries. Another 

competitive criterion is low prices. 

Why do Kazakh entrants choose to study in Ukraine? According to experts' estimation, the first 

reason is the chance to avoid the unified national testing at home. Indeed, entrance to an 

educational institution in another country does not require the results of testing, which are 

mandatory for HEIs in Kazakhstan, but foreign universities may demand other certificates, for 

example, of the language proficiency. The second reason is the availability of prices for studying, 

which are lower in several times in Ukraine than in Kazakhstan. The third reason is the desire to 

see as more as possible in a receiving country – this contributes to communication needs, helps to 

learn the native language, get acquainted with and exchange cultural traditions. 
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CONCLUSION 

The prerequisites for improving international cooperation in the field of educational tourism 

between Ukraine and Kazakhstan are the high level of cooperation in the field of economy. 

Ukrainian-Kazakh economic cooperation at the present stage covers a wide range of promising 

projects in such strategically important areas as fuel and energy (including transportation of 

energy), space, aviation, and machine building. It is assumed that the intensification of 

cooperation between two countries in the field of goods transportation by the sea, rail and road 

highways will considerably expand the geography of trade routes from Asia to Europe. 

Graduates of secondary and high schools in Kazakhstan face the choice of higher education every 

year. For those who want to study abroad, Ukraine is a viable alternative to European 

universities. The system of higher education in Ukraine is well-developed and is represented by 

numerous educational institutions that train leading specialists in various fields of knowledge. 

The structure of higher education in Ukraine corresponds to the national systems of education of 

many developed countries of the world. The fact that Ukraine joined the Bologna system in 2005 

and actively began to develop the European standards in the field of higher education is 

considerably important. 

Many Kazakh citizens, who had graduated in Ukraine, were able to realize themselves, to achieve 

high positions. Nursultan Nazarbayev, the President of Kazakhstan, demonstrates one of the most 

worthy examples of those who received the first higher education in Ukraine. 
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