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ö nsoz
Elinizdeki kitap, İnsan Hakları Merkezimizin beşinci yayınıdır. Kitap,

2OO9 yılında düzenlediğimiz Beşinci Balkan Ülke|eri Felsefe Seminerine
sunulan bildirilerden oluşuyor.

Farklı etnik ve dinsel kimliklere sahip insanların birbirlerine bakışlarının
sıksıkölümcülçatışmalara yolaçtığıBalkanlarda, kimlikler konusunda insan
hakları açısından düşündürmeyi amaçlayan bu seminerde Arnavutluk,
Bul garistan, H ı rvatista n, Roma nya, Türkiye ve Yu na n istan'da n felsefeciler
ve bilim insanları bildiri sundular. Bu bildirilerden 20'sini yayımlıyoruz.

Seminerde yaptıkları konuşmaların metin|erini gönderen değerli bilim
insanlarına teşekkürlerimi sunar; konuyla ilgili bilgileri ve deneyimleriyle
seminere diğer konuşmacılar gibi değerli katkılar yapmış, ancak yazılı
metinlerini bize vermemiş olan Dimitar Denkov'un "Ulusun Dış İmgesi ve
Saklı Kimlik'l Hatice Nur Erkızanln "Nussbaum'un Kültürcülük, Relativizm
ve Gelenekçilik Eleştirisi Üzerine'| Yücel Kayıran'ın "İnsan Haklarını ve
Kimlikleri'Yıkım' Kavramından Hareketle Düşünmek", Mislav Kukoç'un
"Küreselleşme Çağında Akdeniz'in Çokkültürlülüğü ve Hırvat Kimliği'i
İlber Ortaylı'nın "Balkanlarda Kimlik'i Gueorgul Radulov'un "Günümüz
Balkanlarında Makedonya Azınlıklarının Tarihsel Görünümleri" ve

Şükran Soner'in "Çokkültürlülükten Ayrımcılığa" konulu konuşmalarını
yayımlayamadığımız için üzgün olduğumu belirtmek isterim.

Ayrıca Üniversitemizin ilgili makamlarına bu kitabı yayımlamamızı
mümkün kıldıkları için ve Mehmet Onur Yılmaz'a kitabı baskıya
hazırlamada katkıları için teşekkür ederim.

İstanbul, Kasım 2O'l 3 |oanna Kuçuradi



Foreword
The present volume is the fifth book published by our Human Rights

Centre. lt consists of papers presented to the Fifth Balkan Countries
Seminar of Philosophy, held in the year 2009.

The objective of the seminar was to promote in the Balkans reflection
on the issue of identities from the perspective of human rights, since
the approach of people of different ethnic and religious identities to
each other in this region has often resulted in deadly confrontations and
genocide. Philosophers and scientists from Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Greece, Romania and Turkey presented papers in the seminar. The book
includes 20 ofthese papers.

l wish to express my sincere thanks to the authors that made available
their papers published in this volume. l regret that we were unable to
include Dimitar Denkov's paperon"The External Picture of the Nation and
the Hidden ldentıty'i Hatice Nur Erkızan's paper on "Nussbaum's Critique
of Culturalism, Relativism and Traditionalism'i Yücel Kayıran's paper on
"To Think of Human Rights and ldentities Starting from the Concept
of Destruction'l Mislav Kukoc's paper on "Croatian ldentity and Multi-
culturality of the Mediterranean in the Age of Globalization'l İlber Ortaylıt
paper on "The Problem of ldentity in the Balkans'i Gueorgul Radulov's
paper on "Historical Aspects of the Macedonian Minorities in the Balkans
Today"and Şükran Soner's paper" From Multiculturality to Discrimination'i

l also wish to express my thanks to the relevant offices of the university
for making possible the publication of this volume, as well as to Mr.

Mehmet Onur Yılmaz for assisting me in making this book ready for print.

İstanbul, November 20'l3 İoanna Kuçuradi



PubIic Function and the Role of BNR in the
Context of Human Rights and ldentities

stanislava pircheva

The business card of the Bulgarian National Radio shows that it is:

. the largest multiprogramming media in Bulgaria;

. the only media that broadcasts on ultra short, short,
medium and long frequencies and produces and broadcasts
programs in foreign languages abroad;
. the only media that produces and broadcasts radio drama
shows;

. the only media which has six musical ensembles and also
records, preserves and transmits all the major concerts and
cultural events in the country, produces, by its own, records
and broadcasts children programs, and also has the richest
sound archive -"The Golden Fund";

. the media with the largest network in the country, one of
the biggest media partners supporting most prestigious
cultural festivals and competitions;
. the media with the only Radio Museum in Bulgaria;

. the one of the few public media in Europe with high rating
and trust.



stanislava pircheva

With its two nationa| programs -"Horizon" and "Christo Botev"-

and for abroad with Radio Bulgaria, together with its six regional radio

stations -in Varna, Plovdiv Stara Zagora, Sofia, Shumen and Blagoevgrad-

the Bulgarian National Radio (BNR) is now the only multiprogramming

and most respected public media in the country. Sociological studies

show that BNR was able to retain and develop its position as a media

leader on the radio market within an extremely active and competitive

environment. Radio Bulgaria is the only radio in the country to submit its

production in ten languages worldwide. With its policy of maintaining the

Bulgarian culture and Bulgarian music, national identity, BNR becomes

the decisive factorforthe development of the public nature of the media.

The presence of Bulgarian music in the programs reaches 15-20 o/o, which

contributes to the expansion of the audience, attracting the interest of
people from different ages and different cultural attitudes.

BNR presents issues and views of community groups by offering

objective, versatile and balanced information on the political, social and

cultural life in Bulgaria. BNR has the obligation to maintain and develop the

national language standards, to have the language as a bridge between

different social, cultural and ethnic communities, between Bulgaria and

its surrounding world. The National Radio works for the sake of public

interests and national priorities, while maintaining creative independence
from political and economic influences in accordance with the le9islation

of the country. BNR maintains the balance of views for all institutions,
groups and layers in society, between religious and ethnic communities.

Without abandoning the idea that any commercial radio is a public one

(functioning within and only in a social environment), BNR aims to achieve

unquestioned public functions, managing to keep a proper distance and

independence in regard to any political, corporate and personal interests.

The National Radio works in the interest of the public, for the national

priorities, identity and causes, allowing the voice of any group of the

society to be heard. At the same time, BNR does not allow the institutions

that finance the media (or more generally speaking, the State), to interfere

in its policies. lt aİso successfully drives back all corruption attempts or any

other forms of penetration.

40
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Public Function and the Role of BNR in the Context of Human Rightt and ldentities

public and private, so one may say that the definition of "public" media
comes with the emergence of private ones. on the one hand, public
media are keeping their character as cultural and educational institutions
with an enormous impact on public values, and on the other, they exist
in the fierce competitive market next to many private channels that have

appeared on the Bulgarian electronic medium market. And if any private
channel has the opportunity to profit and sustain itself, the maintenance
of public media is an obligation of the state. At the beginning of the
transition of the Bulgarian society to market economy, the commercial
broadcast took the market over, but today the public sector is trying
to win back the listeners, clarifying its mission, benefits, program and
production operations.

The public media has played several major roles over the years. The
first and perhaps the most important one was its objectivity. Living in a
democracy and governed by the law each of us freely, without fear can
publicly express his or her views and opinions on any political, economic
and other issue. The media serves as a feedback. Even more: they assist
the individuals in exercising one of their basic rights -the right to receive
information. We all know that totalitarian societies have a very strict
control over the media and any other form of public expression.

Therefore, the role of public media in the broadcasting market has
primarily an information function. This role is guaranteed by regulations,
the existing pluralism in the country, the right to freedom of speech, etc.

Of course, the role of each media -private or public- is determined
bythe rules of a pluralistic society. ln the private media, however,the use
of techniques and tools, typical for the modern business is subject to its
main goal - profit. Therefore, the private media information is likely to
be distorted, or not to be presented in a convenient form for the public,
serving one's financial interests. On the contrary, the primary role of public
media is to serve the community, in other words, to ensure the awareness
of each member.

The concept of media as the fourth power emerged about 200 years
ago in the Anglo-Saxon world -the "Fourth Estate", the "Fourth Branch of
Government".
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stanislava pircheva

The claim that the press is the fourth power, means that it is to watch

(independently) the other three authorities -the judicial, the legislative

and the executive. As such, it ensures their independence from each

other and their potency, their functionality. All democratic constitutions
guarantee the freedom of press and opinion. lt is running successfully,

where the investigative journalism, or the neutral presentation of the

events and life is priority and main objective of the public media. one of
the greatest achievements of democratic societies is the development of

these functions. Disclosure of political, social and economic abuses and

corruption scandals led to adjustments of the systems of authority, in

which they were discovered and brought to pub|ic attention.

By its action or inaction, media forms public opinion. The media

transmits messages by politicians, monitors them and submits them to

the public. They are those that reflect key events, comments and analysis.

Around the world, in modern pluralistic societies, journalism is a free

institution which is able to expose, present and analyse events. But public

journalism should also protect the interests of society, not private capital,

which is the next task -the protection of human rights. By default, the

main obstacles for human rights are the public authority bodies _the

administration, power structures, justice system. The public does not

always has sufficient historical and psychological safeguards against

possible power abuse and violation of fundamental human rights, so the

media are often the main corrective to such bad practices.

Today we can not imagine the world outside the mass media, if you

do not appear in them, you simply do not exist. What is not shown on

TV is unreal. Because of this, the status of one or another organization

is often determined according to the attention to it in the mass media.

Events and processes in a company become evident to the public only

when the media expose them, otherwise for most of people they simply

do not exist. This means that the media become crucial for the proper

functioning of any organization. without the media and their mediation,

an organization can only reach a limited audience. lf a public media is

engaged, millions can be reached.
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Public Function and the Role of BNR in the Context of Human Rights and ldentities

"Christo Botev" radio channel of the Bulgarian Nationa!
Radio (BNR)

The educational and cultural radio channel "christos Botev" has
broadcasts lasting up to 60 minutes, where a special attention is given
to human rights. For example, the thematic program "Without Borders",
which goes each working day between 3 and 4 pm, has broadcasts under
the titles "Known and Unknown" (Monday), "Citizen's Cu|ture" (Tuesday)

and "European Projects" (Wednesday) with similar thematic emphasis. ln
addition to clarification of the EC policy in regard to citizen's rights and their
protection, experts, representatives of various state institutions, comment
the organizations legislative and other measures for overcoming the
registered violations. Specific cases are brought to light, persona| stories
of children, women and men from ethnic, religious and other minority
groups, whose rights have been violated. During the broadcasts, people
from the Roma minority have shared their problems -either for refusal of a
job, or some service. Also people with disabilities and specific needs, such
as suffering from rare diseases, share their problems with society and in
particular with the Commission for Protection from Discrimination. Several
discussions were carried on the employment of children and senior citizens
during the production of advertisements, special attention was given to
children without parents, refugees, prostitution of minors, drug addiction
and also on problems of children of single mothers and teenagers with
homosexuaI orientation. We have presented cases of vio|ation of human
dignity, sex and age discrimination in dialogue by presenting all points
of view and attempting to find positive solutions of the raised problems.
During the broadcasts we have given specialattention of tolerancetowards
those who are different and the need for changes, in addition to legislation
initiatives of NGOs, working in the area of human rights. Our program has

been analysing and commenting various European and world practices in

this area. The team of the program "Without Borders" is in active dialogue
with the listeners and encourages their participation and the citizen's
activity in the process of soiving such personal and public problems.

"Horizon" radlo channeI of the Bulgarian National Radio
(BNR)

The "lnter-ethnic lnitiative for Human Rights" Foundation and BNR
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stanislava pircheva

agreed on a joint project, which will last for five months and will develop

the Roma problems in an information-analytical light. Each month we

prepare one package of reports and interviews in the following thematic

areaS:

. the integral education of the Roma population,

. their participation in public and political life,

. worrying cases of discrimination,

. successes and shortcomings of governmental policies during

the Decade of the Roma lnclusion - 2005-201 5.

BNR as a public medium has undertaken the obligation to shape and

broadcast clear messages for the cultural, ethnic, religious and linguistic

diversity, which is the main reason for which the Radio participates in the

project.

So far, two of the agreed five reports for the period July-November

have been broadcasted.

The first ofthem was on July 29th, and the second on August 21 st. The

report was dedicated on the issues which were subject of the agreement

and as a radio broadcast lasted for 15 minutes, in the period between the

main and short news reports.Thus it achieved its objective to present in the

most concise Way the Roma problems in an informational and analytical

manner. We used two forms -a report and interviews, which give not only

the authentic picture of Roma,s life with "live voices" but a|so the view

of the analyser, the publicist and administrative representative on the

problem.The broadcasted emissions had a proper musical background.

The first report, during July, consisted of 4 modules, while the second of
3. The dynamics of a radio broadcast requires the split in several modules,

mainly because of the different persons interviewed and their voices and

also because of the wish to have clearer and more distinguished topics, as

in the agreement.

ln the first report, we encompassed the regions of Kustendil, Goce

Delchev and Sofia, and in the second Tutrakan and Pazardjik. We have

presented analytical ground to those working in the area of NPO8
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"Amalipe" and also to those from the public administration, represented
by the deputy-chairman of KZD Lalo Kamenov.

For maximum objectivity, we paid attention to the good practices
and also to the serious problems in regard to local particularities (for

example the issue with the cafğs in the city of Pazardjik, the qualification
and employment projects, the life in a provincial neighbourhood) and
also in national scale ("paying interest" during elections, the crimes in
the ghettos, the education of the Roma children in difficult social and
economic conditions, etc.)

The September report will focus itself on the educational problem, as

this month marks the start of the school year. We shall give examples of
small municipalities in the Ludogorie and will inform on the school aid for
Roma history and culture, which will be used by the schools in Sliven, and
we will also report from the spot on the start of the school year for the
Roma children. We shall also use expert opinions.
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