
İı,

g*l$sp_e*gygştş#HuqlJ§pe!J!]]$şi1._._""","J

Beşinci Fifth
Balkan Ülkeleri BaIkan Countries

Felsefe Semineri Seminar of Philosophy

GÜNEYDOĞU

AVRUPffDA
xinnı_iKLER

soRuNu VE

iıusnıu HAKLARI

THE PROBLEM

OF İDENTİTİES lN

SOUTH EASTERN

EUROPE AND

HUMAN RİGHTS

ğ

lN5AN
HAKLARl
MERKEZl

Yayıma Hazırlayan l Edited by

ioanna Kuçuradi

uniTüin

E],lernı! Mi !ll.. UNEgco Ftl!.ı.
ai',,li.\,3ilUnv. ıF l.at Hdrliı il]rn,!İ Eddiıoo.|, s.kltft.{d ıı Ph,hjo|y

aUkıln ooantai c. and llfaı e]!hğ

uniltıin
-.,A-
jj]ll_[ ğ

UNEs(o
HUMAN
RlGHTs
cENTRE

isıRııauı zoı+



Yayıma HazırIayan/ Edited by
İoanna Kuçuradi

Baskıya Hazırlayan/ Editorial Assistant
Mehmet onur yılmaz

KapakTasarımı l Cover Design by
Hatice Öz

Yayımlayan/ Published by
T.C. Maltepe Ü niversitesi
İnsan Hakları Araştırma ve Uygulama Merkezi ve

UNESCO Felsefe ve İnsan Hakları Kürsüsü Yayınları: 5

Marmara Eğitim Köyü, 34857 Maltepe, İstanbul, Türkiye

Tel.: +90 (216) 62610 50/ 2210

Fax: +90 (216) 62611 25

E-mail: insanhaklari@maltepe.edu.tr

http://in sa nhaklari.ma ltepe.ed u.trl

Baskı / Printed by:
Ege Reklam Basım Sanatları San. Tic. Ltd. Şti.

Esatpaşa Mahallesi, Ziyapaşa Caddesi No:4, Ataşehir / İstanbul -Türkiye

Tel: +90 (216) 47O 4470

Bu kitaptaki bildirilerde ifade edilen fikirlerden ve onlarda yer alan
olayların seçimi iIe sunuş biçiminden bildiri sahipleri sorumludur.

The authors are responsible for the choice and presentation of the facts
contained in this publication and for the opinions expressed therein.

lSBN: 978-97 5-67 60-57 -4

O T.C. Maltepe Üniversitesi İnsan Hakları Araştırma ve Uygulama Merkezi

UNESCO Felsefe ve İnsan Hakları Kürsüsü - Ocak 2014

@ Moltepe tJniversity Centre for Research and Application of Human Rights

IJNESCO Chair in Philosophy and Humon Rightı- January 20I4

ll



İçindekiler / Contents
önsöz V

Foreword Vıı

Açılış Konuşmaları / lnaugural Addresses 1

lnaugural speech by Prof. Dr. İoanna Kuçuradi........................................3

Director of the Centre for Reseorch and Applicoion of Human
Rights

lnaugural speech by Prof. Dr. Kemal Köymen .................5

Rector of Maltepe University

lnauguralspeechbyWilliamL.McBride..... .......................7
president of Flsp

lnaugural speech by Dr. Zhelyu Zhelev 13

President of Bulgaria (1 990-1 997), President of Balkan Political Club

lntroduction to the Seminar by İoanna Kuçuradi
"Conception of ldentities and Human Rights".......................................17

BiIdiriler / Papers 31

Religious Minorities - A Potential for Peace
Religious Freedom in Bulgaria Today
lvon koltchev

..33

Public Function and the Role of BNR in the Context of
Human Rights and ldentities .....................39

stanislava pircheva

About Hospitality and Tolerance in South-Eastern Europe .,..,..........47

Petru Bejon

Globalization, Human Rights and Democracy.. ............61
pavo Bariğit

The Concept of ldentity: An Anthropontological Approach ...........69

Betül Çotuksöken



ö nsoz
Elinizdeki kitap, İnsan Hakları Merkezimizin beşinci yayınıdır. Kitap,

2OO9 yılında düzenlediğimiz Beşinci Balkan Ülke|eri Felsefe Seminerine
sunulan bildirilerden oluşuyor.

Farklı etnik ve dinsel kimliklere sahip insanların birbirlerine bakışlarının
sıksıkölümcülçatışmalara yolaçtığıBalkanlarda, kimlikler konusunda insan
hakları açısından düşündürmeyi amaçlayan bu seminerde Arnavutluk,
Bul garistan, H ı rvatista n, Roma nya, Türkiye ve Yu na n istan'da n felsefeciler
ve bilim insanları bildiri sundular. Bu bildirilerden 20'sini yayımlıyoruz.

Seminerde yaptıkları konuşmaların metin|erini gönderen değerli bilim
insanlarına teşekkürlerimi sunar; konuyla ilgili bilgileri ve deneyimleriyle
seminere diğer konuşmacılar gibi değerli katkılar yapmış, ancak yazılı
metinlerini bize vermemiş olan Dimitar Denkov'un "Ulusun Dış İmgesi ve
Saklı Kimlik'l Hatice Nur Erkızanln "Nussbaum'un Kültürcülük, Relativizm
ve Gelenekçilik Eleştirisi Üzerine'| Yücel Kayıran'ın "İnsan Haklarını ve
Kimlikleri'Yıkım' Kavramından Hareketle Düşünmek", Mislav Kukoç'un
"Küreselleşme Çağında Akdeniz'in Çokkültürlülüğü ve Hırvat Kimliği'i
İlber Ortaylı'nın "Balkanlarda Kimlik'i Gueorgul Radulov'un "Günümüz
Balkanlarında Makedonya Azınlıklarının Tarihsel Görünümleri" ve

Şükran Soner'in "Çokkültürlülükten Ayrımcılığa" konulu konuşmalarını
yayımlayamadığımız için üzgün olduğumu belirtmek isterim.

Ayrıca Üniversitemizin ilgili makamlarına bu kitabı yayımlamamızı
mümkün kıldıkları için ve Mehmet Onur Yılmaz'a kitabı baskıya
hazırlamada katkıları için teşekkür ederim.

İstanbul, Kasım 2O'l 3 |oanna Kuçuradi



Foreword
The present volume is the fifth book published by our Human Rights

Centre. lt consists of papers presented to the Fifth Balkan Countries
Seminar of Philosophy, held in the year 2009.

The objective of the seminar was to promote in the Balkans reflection
on the issue of identities from the perspective of human rights, since
the approach of people of different ethnic and religious identities to
each other in this region has often resulted in deadly confrontations and
genocide. Philosophers and scientists from Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Greece, Romania and Turkey presented papers in the seminar. The book
includes 20 ofthese papers.

l wish to express my sincere thanks to the authors that made available
their papers published in this volume. l regret that we were unable to
include Dimitar Denkov's paperon"The External Picture of the Nation and
the Hidden ldentıty'i Hatice Nur Erkızan's paper on "Nussbaum's Critique
of Culturalism, Relativism and Traditionalism'i Yücel Kayıran's paper on
"To Think of Human Rights and ldentities Starting from the Concept
of Destruction'l Mislav Kukoc's paper on "Croatian ldentity and Multi-
culturality of the Mediterranean in the Age of Globalization'l İlber Ortaylıt
paper on "The Problem of ldentity in the Balkans'i Gueorgul Radulov's
paper on "Historical Aspects of the Macedonian Minorities in the Balkans
Today"and Şükran Soner's paper" From Multiculturality to Discrimination'i

l also wish to express my thanks to the relevant offices of the university
for making possible the publication of this volume, as well as to Mr.

Mehmet Onur Yılmaz for assisting me in making this book ready for print.

İstanbul, November 20'l3 İoanna Kuçuradi



Religious Minorities - A Potentialfor Peace
Religious Freedom in Bulgaria Today

lvan kaltchev

Observing the events which have happened in the past century,
through binoculars turned back to front and attempting to define the
spot of our point of observation from a distance, which could enable us to
differentiate history from chronicle, a fact immediatety becomes notable.
One of the largest empires, probably the most known by Mankind,
disposing of unprecedented military means and not less unprecedented
repressive machine, fell apart at once, without whatsoever enemy
attacking from outside.

This phenomenon developed to a natural phenomenon so fast,
that at least in its conclusive phase it could be compared to a natural
phenomenon and probably it has been perceived by the collective
consciousness as such.

A statement of His Holiness the Pope John Paul ll, from hisbookEntering
the Threshold of Hope, helps us understanding what has happened:

.. lt would be {...} much simpler to say that Communism fell due
to God's providence. Communism in a way fell down itself with a

crash. lt col|apsed as a result of its own mistakes and misuses...



ıvan kaltchev

ln other words, the crashing of the communist system from inside was

due to the way the system was built, to the fact that it had not taken into

consideration the human nature and the laws ruling society.

Consequences, as well as the unsolved problems created by such an

unsuccessful attempt, had an immense effect, starting with economic
problems immediately noticeable, and social problems, whose solution
could take decades. However, the least attention is paid to the heaviest

problem in principle, i.e., the problem, which Monsignor Husto Milor
Gacia, a papal legate from Lithuania, quite successfully defined as

anthropological catastrophe.

Everyone acquainted with the situation in a country like mine could
witness the consequences of the unprecedented fracture of generations,

loss of security and social identity, abandoning the principles used at least

by one generation: Homo homini lupus est.

Within the framework of such a dramatic epochal picture, the topic

of religious freedom becomes more and more significant, practically

defining not only the question of human freedom, but outlining with
growing clarity the fact that religious need in people and respectively the

freedom of preaching is a prerequisite forthe restoration of a world, where

one could live -a world offering to people the opportunity for a protected

happiness, corresponding to the status of people after the original sin and

for overall peace.

20 years ago, the international community, through its largest

representing body -the United Nations- and the Declaration of Human

Rightı and the Resolution No. 36 755, approved on 27 November 1981,

defined, in the most explicit and comprehensive way, the criteria which

the countries are expected to protect: the freedom of conscience, of
choosing a religion, its practicing; the freedom of the individual to express

his beliefs publicly and to transmit them to his children; the rights of
religious minorities in a given country.

Thus defining the concept of religious freedom becomes clearer in

public opinion. As l already mentioned, the United Nations defined a

series of assessment parameters, which were mentioned and explained
by John Paul ll, in various contributions of his.
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Religious Minorities - A Potentialfor Peace Religious Freedom in BulgariaToday

l will quote one of his most precise statements on the Anniversary of
the lnternational Peace Day, 1 September 1999:

... religious freedom, in addition to anything, represents the very
heart of human rights. lt is so inviolable, that it requires that
a human being be acknowledged the freedom to change his
religion, if his conscience suggest him to do so...

Therefore, conscience. is the only criterion for making the choice of
a religion. lt concerns an individual as a human being, not as a Catholic,
Christian or Orthodox Christian, or as a Muslim, etc. Therefore, the
State should not interfere in such a sphere, it could only gather some
information about the choice of a citizen and guarantee the freedom
of practicing the religion chosen by him, especially if such a person is a
memberof a minority.

The Constitution in my country today guarantees equality between
citizens, without any differences due to race, physical appearance or
religion.

Orthodox Church religion has been acknow|edged as a traditional
creed. However subsidies have also been provided to Roman Catholic
denomination, as well as to Muslim and Judaic religions.They do not meet
any serious obstacles in their religious practicing. Besides, the process of
returning the property, confiscated by the Communist regime, runs quite
smoothly. The religious literature, which is locally printed or imported,
does not find any serious difficulties with its propagation. However,
organisation of religious activities is liable to compulsory registration.
Carrying out any public activity without official registration is prohibited.
At this point problems arise for religious minorities, in particular the new
religious movements. For instance, the Church of Jehovah Witnesses
managed to obtain a legal status after waiting for five years, whereas
the Uniting Church, which has a large number of believers, has not yet
received a registration.

As it is already clear, problems arise mostly in connection with the so-
called non-traditional religions. in fact these are religious minorities which
bear the potential of peace in a society.
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This problem concerns not only Bulgaria but all the so-called post-

communist countries. In many of these countries, the hostile attitude of
the traditional re|igion has urged many governments to take restrictive

legal measures against the new religious currents. lt concerns a hostility

against a given ethnical understanding for religious belonging, and a

hostility which does not recognize in general the sociological reality of
a creed. For instance, stating that 90 o/o of the ltalians are Roman Catholic

believers, provided that we know very well that according to explorers

these are no more than 25-30% of the population, makes people smiling

on the claim of such a supposed hypothesis of 90o/o. ln some countries,

these are arguments, on the grounds of which attempts are made to

deprive certain 9roups from the right of existing as religious minorities,

as is the case of Bulgaria. Here quite often real battles break up against

the so_called evangetist sects, and this is an expression of orthodox
fundamentalism.

To cause an a|arm, as regards to the sects, is not objectively grounded,

neither from the view-point of a real analysis on the diffusion of that
phenomenon, nor as regards to sociological analysis, which takes account

of the real religious policy of citizens. This proves how such groups insert

influence not on practitioners, but on people who have become estranged

from any religious practice.

Recently, in Bulgaria a new bill is under discussion, referring to

religious communities, and this caused a big confusion in some groups

of people and international observers, who care for human rights in this

particular sector. We are not going in details, studying what has been

proposed in that bill, though in general the following facts emerge with a

big embarrassment:

The project provides wide powers to state authorities, which wil|

be established for the purpose of dealing with co-ordination between

the state and various religions, such as the Department of Ecclesiastical

Matters. Such a Committee will dispose of a great power: it will advise

the court concerning the registration of religious organizations; it will

be entit|ed to approve the establishment of clergy schools. According

to the bill, the committee will be able to supervise the activity of various

religious communities, which has to be in conformity to their own status.

Moreover, the Committee may also study the religious fundamentals and
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rituals of various religions and it may give statements and opinions on the
registration of such religions. Such a study could be carried out, because the
project prohibits the court from registering certain religious organizations,
if a registration of an organization with the same name or principles
already exists. ln other words, according to the projectt prescriptions, it
is prohibited to cleave already existing organisations. According to such
prescriptions, the Committee which represents a state authority plays
an arbitration role in theological disputes, and this violates the religious
freedom and the rights of minorities, thus threatening civil peace.

The legal project (the bill) creates a great number of preconditions,
favoring aIso arbitration on local level, thus providing to the local
authorities the right of controlling the seats that the organizations have.
The mayors are entitled to reject the registration on local level, in the event
that religious functions and rituals are not in accordance with the status of
religious organizations which have been registered on national level. Each
local association which wishes to be registered as such, should present
evidence that its fundamentals and rituals are the same as that of the
basic association, which has already been registered as a central unit. All
this represents a serious non-observance of the right of religious freedom,
because it provides to the local authorities a wide range of opportunities
for arbitrariness, when deciding which association may exist on local
level. No doubt, such regulations practically are more restrictive than the
existing ones during the communist regime, and this is a real paradox in
my country.

The project also contains some other regulations, which at first sight
are secondary; however these could in a dramatic manner violate the
rights of citizens and give rise to administrative troubles. One of the most
significant regulations is the prohibition of religious organizations to use
public buildings, if such buildings do not dispose of another separate
entrance. This could create enormous difficulties for a great number of
small religious communities, which do not have their own prayer places.
Such communities are compelled to take under rent public buildings
for the purpose of religious meetings. ln the final analysis, all of these
buildings have by rule only one entrance.

Should such a bill be adopted, the risk of creating prerequisites for
limiting the religious freedom in Bulgaria shall become an issue. This will
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be in the future one of the most oppressive laws adopted nowadays. l

would like to repeat that in some aspects, it could be even worse than the

law which was effective during the communist regime.

ln conclusion, the situation of religious freedom in Bulgaria wouldn't

have visible problems, if the hint of the legal project, concerning the

above-mentioned religious matter, did not exist.

A positive factor is the considerable tolerance of the population to

various religions, and therefore neither phenomena of strained relations

or similar collisions could be observed, nor religion could be used as an

inappropriate weapon in political activity. lf the new biIl can be cleared

from the non-liberal elements contained thereof, if the state at last denies

making assessment on the content of religious formulae and limits its

duties to protect the citizens from crimes, which really endanger their

lives or valuables, then we could quietly apply the epithet Bulgarian to

such a bill, giving at last a positive mark.
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