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ABSTRACT 

The Cyprus conflict gained momentum after oil and gas reserves were discovered in 

the Eastern Mediterranean region. This research examines the policies of regional 

and global actors regarding the problem to investigate the issue of the Exclusive 

Economic Zone which has been at the center of attention after the discovery of 

natural resources. The paper also examines the current position of the leaders of the 

Turkish Cypriot and the Greek Cypriot communities in the Cyprus conflict 

negotiations in light of the natural resource discoveries. The United Nations Good 

Offices mission mediates the negotiations between the Turkish and the Greek 

authorities in the Cyprus conflict.  

This research uses Zartman’s theory of Hurting Stalemate and Ripe Moment to 

propose a solution that bridges the dispute over the Exclusive Economic Zone and 

the Cyprus problem. Reaching a mutually hurting stalemate will increase the 

awareness of the parties to the conflict of the losses incurred on them because of the 

conflict. This awareness creates motivation for the parties to take a constructive step 

to find a solution to the conflict. 
 

      Keywords: Cyprus conflict, Exclusive Economic Zone, UN, hurting stalemate. 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Historical Background of the Conflict  

Cyprus has been divided to two parts since 1974 when Turkey enacted the Guarantee 

Treaty under Article 4 and intervened in an internal conflict on the Island. However, the origin 

of the conflict can be found in the divergent interests of its two major communities in the 

1950’s. The aspiration to join the motherland (Greek Enosis and Turkish Taksim) was the 

concept that separated the Greek Cypriot Community and the Turkish Cypriot community.  
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The two communities initiated negotiations in 1968, and since the 1970s, Greece, Turkey 

and the United Kingdom have participated in the negotiations as Guarantors of the ROC. The 

United Nations Good Offices 1 mission in Cyprus has promoted the peace talks by formulating 

different proposals.  

The negotiation talks have continued under the framework of a bi-zonal, bi-communal 

federal solution. Meanwhile, technical committees have been established to discuss and find a 

common ground for several issues including environment and economics, commercial matters, 

etc. In addition, several rounds of talks were concluded between the two communities without 

a conclusive result.  

Recently, the Cyprus negotiations gained momentum after the discovery of oil and natural 

gas reserves in the Eastern Mediterranean. In 2004, the Republic of Cyprus and Egypt signed 

an agreement on the exclusive economic zone. A similar agreement was made with Lebanon in 

2007 and in 2010, an agreement of the same nature was signed with Israel (Kütükçü and Kaya, 

2016).  

The United Nations Law of the Seas (UNCLOS)2 is an international convention that 

defines sovereignty on “territorial seas and rights in continental shelves and exclusive economic 

zones (EEZ)” (Maritime Cyprus, 2017). These rights include the rights of exploring and 

exploiting natural resources. It also grants the right to practice jurisdiction over natural 

resources. Turkey is not a signatory to the UNCLOS.  

The Exclusive Economic Zone in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea is an important issue for 

the bordering nations. This issue is unique as it has special geographical characteristics. The 

countries in the Eastern Mediterranean region do not agree on the quality of maritime 

delimitations (Öztürk and Başeren, 2008).  

The importance of hydrocarbon resources has risen from the 1990s in the Eastern 

Mediterranean Sea. Oil price has skyrocketed, the drilling technology has evolved, and the 

search for oil in the region has increased. Recent discoveries show that the region could become 

one of the most significant sources for natural gas, particularly for the next century. The oft-

                                                 
1
Finds more information: The United Nations Mission of Good Offices.  Available at 

https://unficyp.unmissions.org/about-good-offices.  
2
Find more information: UNCLOS. Available at 

http://www.un.org/Depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf. 
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cited U.S. Geological Survey estimates the reserves of natural gas as about 122 trillion standard 

cubic feet (tscf) at the ocean floor. This massive amount of reserves will be the source of energy 

for the states in the region, Europe and the others (Stocker, 2012).  

The dynamics of conflict between the Turkish and the Greek Cypriots as well as between 

the Arabs and the Israelis has changed. The relations between Israel and Turkey that has been 

improving since 2009 was severed for some time during 2011 (Stocker, 2012).  

2. ACTORS, STRATEGIES AND OUTCOMES 

2.1 Actor I: Turkey  

Cyprus is located at about 70 km south of Turkey. The Republic of Turkey has supported 

the Muslim minority of Cyprus, in all stages of the Cyprus problem, since the establishment of 

the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. Turkey’s main strategy is continuing its presence on 

the island through strengthening its relations with the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 

(TRNC). With its strong military might and strategic interests in the region, Turkey has a voice 

in the East-Med conflict. In relation to the Cyprus conflict, the Turkish government has focused 

on preserving the rights and interests of Turkish Cypriots.  Turkey benefits from a geo-strategic 

location and the potential it creates for it to become the core of energy trade. This strategic 

location gives Turkey leverage to control the flow of energy supply and demand. Furthermore, 

Turkey desires to reduce its dependency on external sources (Prontera and Ruszel, 2017). 

Therefore, from the perspective of the Turkish government, gas exploration is of utmost 

importance. The Cyprus issue expands its prospects by the question of the allocation of the 

resources of Cyprus Island.  

The Republic of Cyprus (RoC) argues that the Greek Cypriots are the sole representative 

of Cyprus as a whole. Moreover, the former president of the RoC, Dimitris Christofias stated 

that sovereignty over the zone is not open to discussion (Oğurlu, 2012). This tough stance 

damages Turkey’s interests in the region. As a result, the Turkish government has emphasized 

that the Greek Cypriots do not represent the entire island. Therefore, the right of Turkish 

Cypriots, should not be neglected by the Greek Cypriot administration.  

Turkey also claims that the maritime zones on the West of Cyprus should be demarcated 

by a median line between Turkey and Egypt. This line slightly overlaps with blocks 1, 4, 6, and 

7 of Cyprus' EEZ, avoiding Cyprus because it is an island. Turkey asserts that North Cyprus 
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has rights over waters which spread to the south and southeast of Cyprus over blocks 

1,2,3,8,9,13 (Emerson, 2012, p.4) and the tip of block 12. As a consequence, Northern Cyprus 

issued licenses to the TPAO, an oil company that belonged to the Turkish government, to 

explore for oil.  

Egemen Bağış, the former Minister for EU Affairs, stated that the Turkish government 

should preserve the rights over the EEZ and to do so the Turkish navy is ready to protect 

Turkey’s rights (Emerson, 2012). As a result, two military ships were sent to the south-east 

Mediterranean, in the area where ENI (the Italian Energy Company) had started drilling 

(Stergiou, 2016).  

The dilemma about the security of the region continues in the presence of warships. To 

ease tensions in that region of the Mediterranean, Turkey officially cooperated with countries 

like Sudan in agriculture, oil, mining, energy, air transport, livestock, airport construction, 

health and education sectors by signing twenty-two agreements (MFA, 2018). These activities 

show that the Turkish government’s strategy in the East-Med is to cooperate with almost all the 

countries in the region with the exception of Israel, Egypt, and the Republic of Cyprus to 

safeguard its territorial claims.  

2.2 Actor II: Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC)  

The Turkish Cypriots have emphasized on a solution to the Cyprus conflict that includes 

a bi-zonal, bi-communal structure. The Turkish Cypriots also support the continuation of the 

Treaty of Guarantee including the unilateral intervention right of guarantor states (Sözen and 

Özersay, 2007). The position of the Turkish Cypriots in the issue of maritime zones is similar 

to their position in the Cyprus conflict. The Turkish Cypriot government has two goals; to gain 

access to the resources of the Eastern Mediterranean and to open a way to exploit its portion of 

profits from the zone.  

Besides, the TRNC aims to get an equal share to that of the RoC’s. This conflict has 

negative effects on TRNC’s economy, especially the tourism sector. The Turkish Cypriot 

government has tried to reduce this negative effect by adopting particular measures drafted and 

implemented by a team that includes members from the Ministry of Economy and Energy and 

the Ministry of Tourism (Kıbrıs Postasi, 2018).  
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The Turkish Cypriots have also tried to cooperate with the RoC to gain an equal share of 

the resources at the East-Med. The Turkish Cypriot government has especially sought to play a 

decisive role in collaboration with Turkey. In line with this strategy, the TRNC has claimed 12 

nautical miles of territorial waters. TRNC’s lack of international recognition is the most 

detrimental problem it faces in exploiting energy resources. The Greek Cypriot Administration 

is internationally recognized as the official representative of the whole Island. Therefore, the 

TRNC has been left out of the exploitation of natural resources. The RoC has already started 

drilling for oil. Subsequently, the Continental Shelf Limitation Treaty was signed by the TRNC 

and Turkey (Kütükçü and Kaya, 2016).  

Another agreement which was signed by the TRNC and Turkey is the Oil Field Services 

and Production Sharing Agreement. According to this contract the TPAO (Turkey Petroleum 

Corporation) has the right of exploration, drilling, production, and operation in the field of oil 

production. In the case of possible production the parties to the contract will have a 50-50% 

share (TPAO, 2011).  

2.3 Actor III: Greece  

In 1963 the sea width of Greece has been determined as six nautical miles.  Greece seeks 

to extend its coastal zone from 6 nautical miles to 12 nautical miles in accordance with the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. This extension is mainly aimed at instating 

Greece’s sovereignty over the Aegean islands (Papadakis, 2018). It also helps Greece benefit 

from the natural resources in the Eastern Mediterranean.  

The operational cost of drilling is high. Seismic research technology does not ensure 

absolute success in explorations. The investors therefore should be assured of the reasonability 

of their investments in the long-run (Cropsey and Brown, 2014). Greece is therefore motivated 

to cooperate with regional countries, including the RoC. Greece supports the RoC’s exploration, 

drilling and research activities in the region with an expectation to benefit from the resources 

in cooperation with the RoC.  

The Greek government, like their Turkish counterparts, uses a military discourse to 

threaten possible Turkish interference to their interests. This discourse has frequently been 

countered with similar threats coming from Turkey. Hami Aksoy, the spokesperson of the 

Turkish Foreign Ministry, has announced that Turkey is ready to use military action to preserve 

its interests in the region. Athens and Ankara have frequently threatened each other over air 
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space and coastline issues (Widdershoven, 2018). Greece has been successful in exploiting 

offshore resources by entering into bilateral cooperation with other countries. This success has 

motivated Ankara to accelerate its activities to access natural resources in East-Med. The 

Turkish government has begun its first offshore drilling project near Alanya using the Turkish 

drilling vessel “Fatih” (Widdershoven, 2018). 

2.4 Actor IV: The Republic of Cyprus (RoC) 

The Greek Cypriot administration has mainly focused on supporting a strong federation 

in Cyprus as well as rejecting the concept of external guarantors. To this end, they have 

emphasized a single sovereignty after the settlement of the dispute (Sözen and Özersay, 2007). 

In other words, one administration will be established to represent the two Cypriot 

communities. In exploiting the natural resources in the Eastern Mediterranean, the RoC has 

been using the same approach. It has tried to maximize the benefits of exploration, drilling and 

managing resources in the Eastern Mediterranean.  

The RoC has also tried to keep the Turkish Cypriots out of the process of exploitation by 

excluding them from decision making about the natural resources issue. They have made efforts 

to deny the TRNC and Turkey any share in the exploitation of resources in the region. In 

addition, the RoC has frequently objected to what they considered the violation of their air space 

and territorial waters by Turkey. The RoC and Greece share a common perspective which 

includes preventing Turkey access to the Mediterranean despite the fact that Turkey has the 

longest coast in the region (Yaşın, 2014).  

The RoC declared 12 nautical miles as its territorial waters in 2004. It signed a 

delimitation agreement on the EEZ with Egypt in 2003, as well as with Lebanon in 2007 and 

with Israel in 2010 (Kütükçü and Kaya, 2016).  The RoC claims that Turkey’s seismic 

exploration parcels overlap with the RoC’s Exclusive Economic Zone and are therefore a 

violation of its sovereignty. Some have maintained that the only aim of the Greek Cypriot 

administration is to prevent Turkey’s action in the region (Yaşın, 2014).   

To instate its sovereignty in the region, the Greek Cypriot administration has established 

close relations with Israel, Egypt, and Greece as three influential countries in the region. 

Notably, the relations between Cyprus and Israel are much deeper than simple energy 

dependence. Israel uses Cypriot Flight Information (FIR) for military purposes. The 

relationship between the two states has improved through regional energy collaboration 
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(Constantinos and Cristous, 2016).  The RoC and Israeli energy companies have signed an 

agreement (Delek and Avner) which enables the RoC to receive 30 percent of the benefits of 

the exploration of offshore resources in Cyprus. Additionally, the RoC has signed an agreement 

to build an LNG (Liquefied Natural Gas) area plant (Delek and Avner). The European Union 

(EU) funds have been distributed between Cyprus, Greece, and Israel to execute the 

construction of gas infrastructure. The associated equipment has also been allocated to them for 

the transfer of new sources of gas and electricity mainly from the offshore fields of the Eastern 

Mediterranean to the rest of the EU. The first energy project was aimed at connecting the 

pipelines from the offshores of Cyprus to mainland Greece through Crete (Stergiou, 2016).  

The relation between Turkey and the RoC has been securitized. No collaboration exists 

between the two.  

2.5 Actor V: Israel 

The Israeli government’s strategy was based on the prediction that the Eastern 

Mediterranean would become the most important source of natural gas in 30 to40 years 

(Sudagezer, 2017). Therefore, the Israeli government has tried to play a substantial part in the 

exploration of natural resources in the region. Moreover, Israel has focused on cooperating with 

European countries and building a pipeline from the Eastern Mediterranean to Europe. As a 

result, Israel, the RoC, Greece, and Italy signed an agreement to establish a natural gas pipeline. 

This pipeline is set to deliver natural gas to Europe from the offshore gas field of Israel (Times 

of Israel, 2018). 

Israel’s plans are expected to develop closer relations with Jordan, Egypt, Turkey, and 

Europe. However, Israel could not fulfil its export objectives. The anti-monopoly partisans in 

Israel were against to the natural gas consortium because they thought it would damage the 

natural gas and electricity markets in Israel. However, all parties to the plan agreed to the 

consortium and finalized the investment in the first phase of project ‘Leviathan’. However, a 

casual regulatory environment has hindered the development of the ‘Leviathan’ (Stratfor, 

2018). 

2.6 Actor VI: Egypt  

Egypt aspires to become the regions energy hub. To achieve this goal, the Egyptian 

government uses the strategic location of the country. It especially makes use of its closeness 
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to resource-rich countries with vast domestic markets and advanced infrastructure (Lebanon 

Gas News, 2018).  

In addition, the Egyptian government has attempted to create a close relationship with 

countries in the region, especially with the RoC. This strategy is aimed at integrating the 

markets of the concerned countries. This opening of markets, from the perspective of the 

Egyptian government, will lead to more stability in the region. The priority of the Egyptian 

government is, therefore, cooperating with other countries in the region in an attempt to stabilize 

the region and maximize mutual gains (StockWatch, 2018). In line with this priority, the Israeli 

government had agreed to supply Egypt with gas, but due to the outbreak of a revolution in 

Egypt the demand for gas dropped drastically (Antreasyan, 2013).  

Egypt anticipates producing 30 bcm per year by the end of 2019. A win-win situation has 

become attainable due to Egypt’s cooperation with other states. Egypt, Greece, and Cyprus have 

decided to create a forum including countries that have natural gas pipelines. According to 

Bassam Radi (the spokesman for the Egyptian president), the forum will assist those countries 

to gain high benefits from their reserves. The mechanism is aimed at creating stability in the 

region. Egypt, Greece, and Cyprus have agreed to supply Cypriot gas to Egypt for condensation. 

This gas will also be used in their local market and also exported to other countries (Emam, 

2018).  

2.7 Actor VII: Lebanon 

The Lebanese government’s priority is to decrease its dependence on other countries for 

oil. Their strategy includes diversifying alternative energy sources. They also aim to decrease 

air pollution (Fattouh and El-Katiri, 2015).  

The government is motivated to launch offshore gas reserves exploration to benefit from 

resources at the Eastern Mediterranean. However, the exploration of reserves is a long time 

strategy. The Lebanese government aims to reach self-sufficiency by 2020.  The explorations 

of gas resources will subsidize energy alternatives and decrease its costs (Fattou and El-Katiri, 

2015).  

Lebanon has two integrated Cycle Gas Turbine plants named as Beddawi or Dair Ammar 

and Zahrani. These plants have a net capacity of 435 MW each and they supply about 50% of 

Lebanon's generation capacity. However, these plants are not being operated optimally due to 
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insufficient gas. The shortage of gas forced the Lebanese government to promote the import of 

liquefied natural gas (LNG) and encourage the use of LNG in power generation. Nevertheless, 

the Lebanese government has no substructure on regasification to replace the LNG with liquid 

oil (Fattouh and El-Katiri, 2015).  Lebanon has managed to introduce a legal framework to 

facilitate exploration in its waters (Stratfor, 2018). The Lebanese government has cooperated 

with Cyprus in this regard.   

2.8    Actor VIII: The United Kingdom 

Historically, the United Kingdom has always had an interest in Cyprus. The geostrategic 

location of Cyprus was an important reason for colonial powers to conquer Cyprus. (Yellice, 

2012). The United Kingdom has two Sovereign Base Areas in Cyprus, namely Akrotiri and 

Dhekelia. These sovereign bases are used for intelligence gathering and monitoring in the 

region. The location of the island is essential for Britain's military operations in the Middle 

East. The United Kingdom also uses these bases to train its pilots (Tossini, 2018). The primary 

aim of the UK in Cyprus is to preserve Akrotiri and Dhekelia. Other than this primary objective, 

the British government does not have any specific strategy regarding the solution of the Cyprus 

conflict (Johnson, 2017). However, the British government emphasizes the the mutual benefits 

of a solution to the Cyprus problem for the Greek Cypriots and the Turkish Cypriots (AB Haber, 

2018).  

2.9 Actor IX: United States 

The United States is mainly concerned with ensuring maximum benefits from natural gas 

exploitation in the East-Med region. This requires lowering the risk of exploitations in the 

region too. The U.S. foreign policy in the region is based on three principles: 1) strengthening 

the security of Israel 2) facilitating reconciliation between regional states 3) supporting the 

energy security of Europe.  

To support and secure Israel, the United States has participated in joint military exercises 

with Israel, Cyprus, and Greece. These exercises were mainly aimed at preparing their armed 

forces to defend deep-water gas drilling installations in the Eastern Mediterranean.  

The U.S. has also intervened in the Israel-Palestine conflict and has provided an economic 

plan to solve the conflict. It, simultaneously, the US sought an answer for the conflict over the 
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maritime border between Lebanon and Israel and made an effort to normalize the relations 

between Turkey and Cyprus.  

The U.S. has sought to assist cooperation among states in the region rather than seeking 

benefits from the gas and oil reserves. The US Company ‘Noble Energy’ favours a dual- track 

export option to solve the Cyprus-Turkey dispute on the gas issue in the Leviathan fields. 

Therefore, the US has tried to keep the Turkey-Cyprus dispute over gas fields in the East-Med 

from turning into a conflict between Israel and Turkey (De Micco& Figueroa, 2014). 

3. PROPOSAL FOR A SOLUTION TO THE EAST-MED EEZ CONFLICT 

The conflict over the East-Med exclusive economic zone is an extremely fragile and 

highly sensitive issue in today's world. Solving this problem requires a mixed strategy that takes 

into consideration the interest of the main actors. The United Nations Law of the Seas 

(UNCLOS) determines the extent to which the sovereignty of states is extended in the sea. This 

part of the study aims to provide a roadmap to finding a solution to the issue of East-Med 

exclusive economic zone by focusing on the actors involved including Turkey, Greece, and the 

TRNC.  

Step 1: The first step should be for all parties to refrain from the use of military force and 

opt for a peaceful resolution. This includes the parties involved (RoC, Greece, Turkey, TRNC) 

and the guarantors (UK, Greece, Turkey). The main actors in the Cyprus conflict should be 

made aware of the economic, and reputation loss caused by any type of military action.  

Step 2: The parties should act in accordance with the principles of the international law 

of the seas. According to Art 44 of the UNCLOS "in an area beyond and adjacent to its territorial 

sea, the State has sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring and exploiting, conserving and 

managing the natural resources, whether renewable or non-renewable, of the bed and subsoil 

and superjacent water" (Phillips, 1977, p.587). States have the right to exploit this area for 

energy resources (Kurt and Tamçelik, 2014). All actors should act in line with the UNCLOS 

while considering the right of other coastal states in their exclusive economic zone. Turkey is 

not a signatory to the UNCLOS. However, becoming a member of the UNCLOS is indeed in 

Turkey’s interest because it reduces the risk of its claims being seen as illegitimate in the region. 

It also legitimizes Turkey’s exploration in the East-Med region.  
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Step 3: The third step is identifying the sources of the conflict. The roots of the conflict 

can be found in historical adversity between Turkey and Greece on the one hand and the Turkish 

Cypriot community and the Greek Cypriot community on the other. The dynamics of the East-

Med exclusive economic zone issue are not separate from the dynamics of the Cyprus conflict. 

The parties to the East-Med EEZ controversy make claims that are identical to those made by 

parties to the Cyprus conflict. This includes claims over territory, sovereignty, guarantors, 

military build-up, etc. (Sözen and Özersay, 2007). Consequently, there is a need to review the 

viewpoints of the parties and propose a solution that addresses these concerns. 

Step 4: The current stalemate between Turkey, Greece, and the RoC is because all these 

actors have unchanging positions on the issue. The rigidity of their agenda has closed the door 

for any cooperation between the parties. This attitude is counterproductive as it deprives these 

parties of the benefits of natural resource exploitation in the East-Med region. It is therefore 

very important that they change their attitude in favour of a more flexible approach that 

promotes constructive cooperation between them in relation to the East-Med EEZ exploitation. 

Instances of possible military confrontation between these parties abound. For example, in 

2014, the provocative actions of the parties brought the region to the brink of war. The parties 

to the conflict should engage in open communications with each other with an eye on finding a 

win-win solution. An open dialogue will improve mutual understanding between several 

sections of society and political elites (Pruitt and Thomas, 2007). 

Step 5: Additionally trust is the missing element in this conflict. The Turkish Cypriot 

administration and the Greek Cypriot administration frequently misdirect each other and other 

involved parties. This includes providing false information to the parties, objecting to legal 

activities in the region, etc. Turkey should respect the activities of the RoC in its Exclusive 

Economic Zone. The RoC on the other hand should stay neutral in relation to TRNCs activities 

in its share of the EEZ. As Fisher and Ury point out in ‘Getting to Yes: Negotiating Agreement 

Without Giving In’, the parties to a conflict may practice unethical tricks to attain benefit. The 

negotiating party should overtly point the tricks used by the other party out during the 

negotiation so that the other party changes their behaviour (Fisher and Ury, 1991). 

Step 6: The next point in the solution process should be the application of the principle 

of equity regarding the limitation of jurisdiction. It is only possible to apply equal distance to 

the Exclusive Economic Zone if it leads to an equitable result (Stocker, 2012). The coastal 



Proceedings of the International Congress on Business and Marketing, 2019 

Maltepe University, Istanbul, 13.06.2019-14.06.2019 

  

 

226 

length of the mainland should also be considered in delimiting the maritime jurisdiction of 

Greece, Turkey, and the RoC. 

Step 7: The RoC, Greece, Turkey and the TRNC should reevaluate their purposes in the 

East-Med exclusive economic zone within the frame of International Maritime Law. Greece 

has requested an unconditional authority over the continental shelf of the island of Meis and the 

other nearby islands. It has also suggested that the new regime regarding the continental shelf 

should be arranged accordingly between the Anatolian mainland and the most distant island on 

the line (Kütükçü and Kaya, 2016). This demand has to be assessed in light of the principle of 

equity. The RoC has announced that it has the right to exploit oil-natural gas in the area. Turkey 

has claimed that some of the fields belong to Turkey and the TRNC and has blamed the RoC 

for violating the continental shelf of Turkey and the TRNC. In this regard, the principle of 

proportionality should be taken into consideration. 

Step 8: The TRNC, due to its unrecognized status, has no legal rights according to the 

international maritime law. It is therefore necessary for the UN and the three guarantor states 

to take responsibility for the issue of EEZ.  A permanent solution to the Cyprus problem is 

needed for the East-Med exclusive economic zone to be ended. There is a positive relation 

between reaching a solution in Cyprus and cooperating on the issue of East-Med exclusive zone. 

Possible solutions to the Cyprus conflict include the establishment of a bi-zonal and bi-

communal federation, a confederation, or the recognition of the TRNC (which is the least 

desired solution). Additionally, for a fair solution, parties should be treated as equals at the 

international level so if TRNC becomes party to an international agreement it will legally take 

its share in the exclusive economic zone of Cyprus.  

Step 9:  Zartman’s theory of Hurting Stalemate and Ripe Moment3, provides a guideline 

to solve the East-Med exclusive economic zone dispute. The UN and the guarantor states should 

agree on the fact that Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots do not share the same position at 

the negotiation table. However, the internal drives of the two sides are different from each other. 

The RoC is a legally recognized state which takes advantage of being an EU member and tries 

to gain more benefits by cooperating with other countries in order to explore resources at the 

East-Med.  

                                                 
3
 Read more: Zartman, W. (2001). “The Timing of Peace Initiatives: Hurting Stalemates and Ripe 

Moments." The Global Review of Ethnopolitics. Vol. 1. No. 1. 8-18. 



Proceedings of the International Congress on Business and Marketing, 2019 

Maltepe University, Istanbul, 13.06.2019-14.06.2019 

  

 

227 

However, the conflict between the two sides is costly for all sides. Additionally, the region 

faces a security dilemma caused by the actions of Turkey and Greece. In this situation, the UN 

should use its third-party role and initially persuade Turkey and Greece to act together and 

follow a similar policy in the Cyprus conflict negotiation process.  

In addition, the more powerful side has to be restricted in its drilling activity by the UN 

and coercive economic policies have to be applied in different sectors towards the RoC. This 

will create a hurting environment in which the RoC will feel the pressure needed to find a fast 

solution to the conflict. By creating a hurting stalemate, both parties will be aware of the harms 

caused by no solution. This might motivate the parties to cooperate and agree on finding a 

solution both to the East-Med exclusive economic zone and to the Cyprus problem. However, 

the UN should be persistent in its attitude. Moreover, the guarantor states should push their 

interests to the background. 

Step 10:  A solution cannot be achieved only by external factors. The parties should also 

be prepared internally. Public support is especially important. In this approach, a top-down 

decision is not functional. Public support has to be present before the settlement. So far, this 

hasn’t been the case in Cyprus negotiations. The UN should inform the public of the progress 

made in the process of negotiation. They can use media to inform the public of the importance 

of an agreement in Cyprus conflict as well as East-Med EEZ for both sides. This is the 

provocative role of mediator and is highly necessary in this conflict. 

Step 11:  The TRNC should invest in technological equipment to become capable of 

searching for natural resources. In this regard, technical personnel and field experts should be 

trained. The TRNC should consider all kind of possibilities for future developments including 

Marine management by the SOLAS and the MARPOL laws in the TRNC. Technical reforms 

should be accompanied by regulatory reforms. 

Step 12: The policy makers from the Turkish Cypriot administration and the Greek 

Cypriots administration understand that they cannot neglect the rights of the people living on 

the island and threaten their security for their own benefit. Turkey and Greece need to be 

involved in persuading the community leaders to act in the interest of all people living on the 

Island.  

4. CONCLUSION 
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The Cyprus conflict has always a major challenge on the agenda of the main actors. The 

political situation has been, both very stable at times and very dynamic at other times. The 

United Nations plays a role in providing security on the island. Lately, the United Nations 

mission of Good Offices tried to create a momentum to bring the two communities together by 

offering a road map based on the data collected from previous meetings.  

The leaders of the two communities met a number of times to negotiate the auspices of 

the United Nations Special Representative on Cyprus. However, no solution was reached. The 

leaders failed to reach a solution on some of the most important issues. As it was mentioned 

above, changing the perception of the two parties in relation to the conflict should be the first 

step in finding a solution. By creating a hurting stalemate (an idea originally proposed by 

Zartman) the United Nations can create an environment in which the parties are motivated to 

change their perceptions.  

The Eastern Mediterranean Exclusive Economic Zone has added a new dynamic to the 

Cyprus conflict. Many international and regional actors are involved in the East Med EEZ 

conflict. Each of these actors aims to benefit from exploiting natural resources. In this regard, 

a balanced distribution of resources based on the UNCLOS is the way forward. However, the 

bilateral and multilateral agreements between international companies and countries in the 

region have exacerbated the problem.  

This conflict has shown that each actor is trying to get the most significant slice of the pie 

even when it means making false claims about their EEZ boundary. Turkey and Greece 

should especially solve their conflicts regarding maritime zones before solving the Cyprus 

conflict. They can then pressure the RoC to implement similar policies to solve the conflict. 

Greece should restrict economic relations with the RoC to convince them to solve the Cyprus 

conflict first. In the long run, each party in the Cyprus conflict will benefit from this policy 

because the attitude of Turkey and the Turkish Cypriots will be modified accordingly in relation 

to the activities of the RoC. For this reason, actors should seek long-term gains rather than 

concentrating on current gains.  

The dispute over East-Med EEZ can create a momentum for the parties to the Cyprus 

conflict to find a solution to the conflict. However, Turkey, Greece, the United Kingdom as the 

guarantor powers should first solve their conflicts with each other before solving the Cyprus 

conflict. Additionally, the United Nations should ensure a fair and equitable environment to 
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solve the issue. The UN has an essential role in the process of negotiation. Regarding the EEZ 

each party should benefit from the principle of equity as defined by the UNCLOS. The principle 

of equality and justice should be prioritized during the negotiation process.   
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